[The human perirhinal cortex].
The perirhinal cortex is a structure that lies within the medial temporal lobe. In the present paper, we review current knowledge of the anatomical boundaries and functional correlates of this structure. In the past decade, numerous animal studies have attempted to understand the contribution of the perirhinal cortex to memory. Taken together, they suggest that the perirhinal cortex is crucially involved in recognition memory. This function appears to be independent from those assumed to be subserved by the hippocampus. In humans, data are scarce but tend to corroborate results found in the animal literature. The perirhinal cortex appears to support context-free (non-episodic) knowledge, such as general knowledge about the world and "item-specific" memories. Models of declarative memory that take into account the specific contribution of the perirhinal cortex are discussed, along with their potential application to early cortical neurodegenerative disorders.